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Here We Are Lord 
By Leslie Mason - SWO President 

 
Sometimes when we turn on the news and see the devastation caused by nature and human hands it’s hard to 
think that anything that we do can possibly make a difference. It’s easy to say a prayer for those who lost their 
homes to floods and fire, for the family of someone who was murdered by their abusive partner or parent, gunned 
down in a school, mall, theater or church. Prayers are easy (and always important).  It is not easy though to stand 
up for those who can not stand for themselves. 
 
I have heard my people cry, 
I have borne my people’s pain. 
Who will bear my light to them? 
Whom shall I send? 
ELW #574 Here I am Lord 
 
We leave the scary work to the fearless, right? The first responder who goes into burning homes and buildings 
knowing the danger of collapsing structures but do it anyway. Peace officers who respond to domestic violence 
calls and mass shootings knowing the danger of being killed themselves; rescue workers who go into war torn 
countries without fully knowing the dangers ahead. Even then we think about what we could do to help...but what?   
 
Is it I Lord? 
 
Fear can often hold us back. Fear that what we can do to help won’t be enough or even wanted. Fear that “I am not 
enough”. 
 
Will you love the you you hide if I but call your name? 
Will you quell the fear inside and never be the same? 
Will you use the faith you’ve found to reshape the world around, 
through my sight and touch and sound in you and you in me? 
ELW #798 Will You Come and Follow me 
 
We are enough. 
 
Here I am Lord. 
I have heard you calling in the night. 
I will go Lord, if you lead me. 
I will hold your people in my heart. 
ELW #574 Here I am Lord 
 
We are women of the ELCA. We make quilts and package school and health kits to be sent out world wide for those 
who need them. We work in shelters and soup kitchens. We visit the sick and lonely. We raise money for so many 
wonderful meaningful organizations who desperately need our help. 
 
We are called to act with justice. 
We are called to love tenderly. 
We are called to serve one another, 
To walk humbly with God. 
ELW #720 We Are Called 
 
Oh yeah, and PRAY!!    

Purpose Statement 

As a community of 

women created in the 

image of God, called 

to discipleship in Je-

sus Christ and empow-

ered by the Holy 

Spirit, we commit our-

selves to grow in 

faith, affirm our 

gifts, support one an-

other in our callings, 

engage in ministry and 

action, and promote 

healing and wholeness 

in the church, the so-

ciety, and the world. 

Mission Statement 

To mobilize women to 

act boldly on their 

faith in Jesus Christ 

Check us out on Face-

book: 

www.facebook.com/

EWA.ID.SWO 
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Women in Ministry Scholarship  

 
 The Women of the Eastern Washington-Idaho Synodical Women’s Organization is 

pleased to announce that the recipient of the 2017 Scholarship for Women in Ministry is Dawn 

Busch. Dawn lives in Boise, Idaho and is a member of Immanuel Lutheran Church, Boise. She has 

discerned a call to the ministry of Word and Sacrament for the past few years after a study of 

Greek and Hebrew. She is a very active member of her church and according to her pastor, Rev. 

Gretchen Bingea, she shares her gifts freely with the congregation. Dawn sings with the choir, 

serves as an assisting minister in worship, is part of the prayer ministry, participates as an 

adult leader for the youth of the congregation, and occasionally preaches, to name a few of her 

stewardship talents atImmanuel Lutheran. She has chosen her path of seminary study through 

Luther Seminary, St. Paul, Minnesota with the goal of completing a Masters of Divinity degree 

through distributed learning from Boise. She will be required to travel to Minnesota for three 

classes in the coming year to complete her on-campus requirements. Dawn has already com-

pleted her Clinical Pastoral Education (CPE) which is chaplaincy training. (All seminarians must 

complete one unit, approximately 10 weeks.) Dawn’s supervisor recognized her gift for this and 

invited her to complete a full residency of three more units of CPE to become a “board certi-

fied chaplain.” A quote from Rev. Anne Palma; “Dawn has a clear sense of work-family-life bal-

ance which will benefit both her own personal, emotional and spiritual health, and serve as a role 

model for other women. Dawn knows how to prioritize the demands of her various vocations of 

woman, wife, mother, seminarian, and a child of God. She knows that Jesus loves her. This 

shines through not only in her actions, but also in her proclamation of the good news of Jesus 

Christ when she preaches the gospel.”  

 

 We are grateful to God that we continue to have such dynamic and faithful women in 

ministry to award the scholarship to each year. It is through the generosity of the women of 

the Eastern Washington-Idaho Synod that we are able to continue this scholarship. Thank you 

for your continued stewardship.  

 

Yours in Christ, Merlene Brockway and Tamie Evers  

Women in Ministry Scholarship Commit  
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Spring Retreat Coming Soon! 
 

 “Come, let us sing for joy to the Lord; let us shout aloud to the Rock of our sal-

vation. Let us come before him with thanksgiving and extol him with music and 

song. For the Lord is the great God, the great King above all gods.” 

Psalm 95:1-3, NIV 

 

You’ll have an opportunity to sing, shout, express thanksgiving and extol God with 

music and song when you attend the spring retreat for the Eastern Washington & 

Idaho Synodical Women’s Organization to be held in Ellensburg, WA at First Lu-

theran Church on April 7, 2018 from 9am-4pm. The theme for the retreat is 

“Remember Me”, with our topic focus on domestic violence. Our theme verse is 

Proverbs 31:25. The Rev. Ginny Johnson will lead us through the day with infor-

mation, Bible study and sharing and worship. We’ll hear from a representative 

from ASPEN about their work in Kittitas County helping victims of domestic vio-

lence and sexual assault. We’ll begin and close our day with a hands-on project to 

be donated to ASPEN.  

 

The following pages contain more information about the retreat, the offering re-

cipients and physical offering items to bring. Please feel free to download and 

share the retreat posters. All women are invited, so bring your friends and come 

for a great day of learning and sharing together. 

 

Don’t worry if Ellensburg is too far for you to travel for this retreat. Another 

will be offered in Genesee, ID in the fall, so look for more information about that 

retreat in coming editions of Bits & Pieces.    
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Rev. Virginia Johnson 
 
Rev. Johnson is currently working full time for Service Alternatives as a 
Foster Care Licenser in Moses Lake.  She was a foster parent for 8 
years and brings her passion for fostering youth to her job as a licenser.  
She has been trained to provide Caregiver Core Training, an important 
pre-service class that all prospective foster parents are required to take 
before becoming licensed foster homes.  Rev. Johnson has been or-
dained for 23 years and served congregations in Tacoma, Quincy and 
Othello all in Washington state.  She is currently serving under a quarter 
time call for Good Hope Lutheran Church in Lind, WA.  Rev. Johnson 
has served on several synod committees including Congregational Life, 
2003 Synod Assembly Planning Committee, 2015 Synod Assembly 
Planning Committee and participated in the Rural Ministry Network for 
several years.   
 
 

Rev. Johnson is a self-proclaimed, “army brat” and “PK.”  Her father was a Lutheran Pastor (ELCA) and 
Army chaplain, which means the family moved a lot during her childhood living “coast to coast and 
overseas.”  She went to Pacific Lutheran University in Tacoma, WA graduating with a Bachelor of Fine 
Arts in Communication Arts/Theater.  Rev. Johnson then went on to graduate from Lutheran Bible Insti-
tute, Issaquah, WA with a Bachelor of Science in Biblical Studies. She was active for many years at 
Faith Lutheran Church in Seattle serving on Council, chairing the Parish Education Committee, teach-
ing Sunday School and singing in the church choir. She eventually went to Vancouver School of Theol-
ogy in Vancouver, B.C., interned in Cambridge, MN and completed her Master of Divinity at Luther 
Northwestern Seminary, St. Paul, MN.   
 
She has a teenage daughter and has been single for the past 25 years after her divorce. 
 

Virginia (Ginny) Johnson 

Foster Care Licensor & ILS Case Manager 

1065 W Broadway 

Moses Lake, WA  98837 

(509) 764-2300 office 

(509) 398-3122 cell 
  

 

She 

Is clothed in 

Strength  

           & Dignity 

                     and she  

              Laughs 

                      Without fear of the future 
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OFFERINGS 

Physical offering ð Aspen Womenõs Shelter 

New hygiene products        New cosmetics 

New towels and wash clothes          New bedding 

Handmade quilts, afghans, hats 

New slippers with size labeled on them 

PLEASE NO CLOTHES 

We will have blankets to tie as a service project to donate 

Monetary offering ð Women of the ELCA 

 

LUNCH 

Bring something to eat for lunch 

 or run out to a near by restaurant for a quick meal 

 or bring take out back to the church.  

There are fast food restaurants not far from the church. 

 

REGISTRATION 

Registration at the church will open at 8:15 am with coffee and rolls. 

Program starts at 9 am 

To register please make sure we have your  

Name, Church, City and State   

It would be good for us to have your commitment by April 1st. 

It will help First Lutheran to know how many tables and chairs to set up. 
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ASPEN 
Abuse Support & Prevention Education 

The recipient of the physical offerings we bring to the Spring Retreat held Sat-

urday, April 7, 2018 at Ellensburg First Lutheran Church is Aspen Victim Services 

of Kittitas County. Aspen is a non-profit division of Central Washington Compre-

hensive Mental Health that serves all of Kittitas County, including the towns of 

Vantage, Kittitas, Ellensburg, Cle Elum, South Cle Elum, Roslyn and Easton. 

 

The Aspen website states: 

“Aspen is dedicated to the elimination of abuse and sexual assault and all other 

forms of oppression through social change. Aspen is committed to breaking the 

cycle of violence through education, advocacy, empowerment, role modeling and 

promoting nonviolent relationships, and taking a leadership role within the commu-

nity and state. Aspen aims to end individual and institutional oppression based on 

gender, ethnicity, economic status, cultural origin, sexual orientation, religious af-

filiation, physical and/or mental capabilities, or abuse history.” 

 

Suggested physical offerings include: 

 New hygiene products New cosmetics New towels and washcloths 

 New bedding   Handmade quilts, afghans, hats 

 New slippers with size labeled on them 

PLEASE NO CLOTHES 

 

I’m sure most of you have heard about Habitat for Humanity at some point in your life.  Maybe you 

have even volunteered on a local level.  Imagine what it must be like to not have a place to call your 

own and make it yours.  In case you haven’t heard, there is something called Habitat, Global Village, 

and if you are lucky enough to be a Thrivent member, there is also Thrivent Builds.  My husband and 

I have been fortunate to do about 15 Habitat trips overseas (which includes 4 trips to Hawaii) and 

each trip, we come back feeling more rewarded.  We always get to know the families on a one on one 

basis, and often, they work right along side us. Our most recent trip was to Romania and in April, we 

go to Nepal.  The people we build for are so appreciative—they can’t hug us enough and hate to see 

us go.  We’ve done trips with other organizations and come back feeling like we’ve never done 

enough, but we do what we can.  If you feel the desire to do a Habitat trip overseas, go online to 

Habitat or feel free to contact me—I’m always happy to talk about our trips.  I scrapbook each trip 

so I’m  re-reminded of the great work God allows us to do for him. 

Patti Berg 
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Eastern Washington/Idaho Synodical Board 2017-2018 

Secretary -Merlene Brockway  

 

411 E. 500 N., Firth ID 83236-1118  

(208) 785-8556 (home) (208) 317-3757 (cell)  

Mkb_66@hotmail.com  

Church: Bethel Firth ~ Upper Snake River Valley  

 President—Leslie Mason 

 

6703 Cody St.  

Bonners Ferry ID 83805  

(208) 610-5105 (cell)  

Lesliem1976@gmail.com  

Church: Trinity-Bonners Ferry- North  

Vickie Jo Witt –General Board 

 

P.O. Box 462, Juliaetta, ID 83535  

(208) 276-4071 (home)  

(208) 790-9158 ( cell)  

2016veejay@gmail.com 

Church: Cameron Emmanuel  
 

Racial Justice 

Advocate Team 

Barb Blasch, Boise, Id 

 

Non-Board Member 

Bits & Pieces Editor 

Patti Berg 

4814 S. Pender Lane, Spokane, 99224 

509-443-9170 

catsmeow4814@yahoo.com 

Church:  St. Mark’s, Spokane 

 

Connie Reid   

 

P.O. Box 521ñJuliaeta, ID 83535 

(208) 276-3191 (home) 

(208) 791-7993 (cell) 

Yamaha_1964_mama@hotmail.com 

Church: Cameron Emmanuel 

KendrickñTsceminicum 

Treasurer—2018—Barbara Blasch 

 
4561 W. Farm View Drive 
Boise, Idaho 83714 
208-229-4561 (h) 
770-841-8582 © 
Bearconsul@aol.com 
 

Human Traffic
king 

Merlene Brockway 

Barb Blasch 
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Eastern Washington-Idaho Synodical Women’s Organization 

Women of the ELCA, Leslie Mason, President 

6703 Cody Street 

Bonners Ferry, Id 83805 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


